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Course Description:
United States History and World History I is a required course for all Grade 9 students and must be passed for graduation. This course synthesizes the History of the United States from 1500’s to 1800’s, with a survey of World History for this time period. Based on the Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework Standards for United and World History, topics include the Enlightenment, rise of Absolutism in Europe, the American and French Revolutions, the Constitution, Industrial Revolution, the American Civil War, and the rise of Nationalism. College Prep is intended to prepare students for college. Students will read and write in history and practice basic research techniques. The ability to work independently and to complete outside assignments on time is critical to success. Honors level courses are designed for students seeking a high level of academic rigor with an emphasis on research and independent learning.  The pace is quicker and the content goes well beyond the core curriculum. Student competencies should include strong reading and writing skills and the ability to work independently and complete assignments on time. 

Course Objectives:
· Students will trace the history of the United States from 1700’s thru the 1800’s.
· Students will incorporate aspects of World History (1500’s-1800’s) in order to explain why and how the United States transformed into a world power.
· Students will analyze various documents throughout the year and use their reading skills to complete writing assignments. 
Course Theme:

Democracy

Course Skills:

· Demonstrate civic knowledge, skills and dispositions

· Develop focused questions or problem statements and conduct inquiries

· Organize information and data from multiple primary and secondary sources

· Argue or explain conclusions, using valid reasoning and evidence

· Debate their point of view citing academic knowledge/sources

Course essential questions:

· What is democracy?

· How are governments formed?

· How do political, economic, and social factors impact a developing nation?

· From where does a government’s power come?

· How are different groups of people treated by the government?
Course Materials:
· The American Vision (text ) in the form of handouts
· World History (text) in the form of handouts
· Handouts 
· Your student email account must be activated and checked regularly.  Handouts will also be sent to you via email whenever possible.
· Three-ring binder or folder
· Student will receive certain materials via handouts that will be three-hole punched so a binder or folder is required.
· Writing utensil
· All class meetings will require you to write, so please be sure to bring a pen or pencil.
U.S and World I Grading Policy:

· Formal Assessments         



40%

· Benchmarks, Unit exams, Projects 

25%






· Writing assignments



15%

· Informal Assessments




60%
· Participation/
Class work 


35%

· Quizzes




15%






· Homework




10%






District attendance policy:
· On the sixth unexcused absence from a class, a student will receive an F6 or a 64 for the term. In cases where academic performance is less than 64, the actual grade for that term will be an F, along with whatever numerical grade the student earned.

· Be aware that every three unexcused tardies is equivalent to one unexcused absence.

Submission of Work:

· Meeting all deadlines is imperative.  Only work submitted on or before due dates will be given full credit.  All late assignments will have a reduction in grade.  All work assigned during this course is considered important.  Therefore, even if you have missed a deadline, the work is still expected to be turned in for grading.  
Classroom Expectations:
Students in this class are expected to:

· Be on time and prepared with a writing utensil, assignments, and notebook/ binder.

· Be here. Put all electronic devices away. Focus on the task at hand.
· There is a strict no cell phone policy in my class. If students are using their cell phones without permission, for any reason, I will confiscate them.
· Be positive. Use a conversational voice. Raise your hand. Use manners- please and thank you.  

· Be productive. Complete all assignments- classwork and homework. 

· Every student has the right to learn and the expectation is that all students will respect their classmates during this learning process and conduct themselves as young adults.
By signing you acknowledge you have read this document and will comply.
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