
Chatter Matters When it Comes to the Privacy of Your Children and a Healthy Community  
Join us to discuss fostering a safe, respectful environment both inside and outside of the school day, 

benefitting our Silvia families and the larger Fall River community. 
 

❏ It is natural to want to know exactly what will happen to a student who may have acted negatively towards 
your child.  

❏ When you ask an educator at Silvia, “What punishment is that child going to receive?” and hear, “That’s 
confidential,” you may conclude that the educator is avoiding your question or protecting the other student. 
In fact, they are simply obeying the law.  

❏ When your child tells you, “Nothing ever happens when that other student breaks a school rule,” it may feel 
as if Silvia School is not reacting appropriately to negative behaviors. However, all behaviors are met with 
logical consequences and it is an educator’s job to make sure the consequences stay confidential.  

❏ Educators at Silvia School, and across the United States, must obey the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) which prohibits schools from sharing any information in a student’s record to third 
parties without parent/guardian consent.  

 
Since educators are bound to this federal law, some parents/guardians may seek out information and discuss other 
parents’ children with each other. In our work with families, we have been made aware that there are questions, 
misconceptions, and concerns connected to areas around school discipline. These misconceptions are what may be 
leading to conversations outside of school. We want to support families and provide them the information they 
need to be positive advocates for their children.  
 
The Silvia School in collaboration with the Silvia School PTO would like to invite you all to an information 
session on March 28, 2019 in the Silvia School Community Room. The sessions will be 30 to 40 minutes long and 
there will be time for questions. We will run the session at two different times; one session from 5:00 to 5:40 and a 
second session from 6:00 - 6:40. Each session will contain the same content and we are holding two sessions in 
hopes more parents/guardians can attend.  
 
The topics covered during this session will include The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 
Confidentiality, Progressive Discipline and Logical Consequences, Social and Emotional Learning, and 
Bullying/Cyberbullying Policy and Practices. In addition, we will discuss Silvia School’s position on discipline 
both proactive and reactive. Proactively, we work with students to create, teach, and practice classroom and school 
rules. Reactively, we use logical consequences to help students regain control, make amends and get back on track 
when they forget or choose not to take care of themselves or each 
other.  
 
Our hope is to provide parents/guardians with the tools they need to 
advocate for their own child, get the information they seek, and at the 
same time, make it clear that the privacy of our students and their 
families is at the top of our priorities.  

SILVIA STARs 
Stay safe *  Treat others with kindness * Always do your best * Respect yourself, others, and the sch 


