Tansey School
Summer Reading Assignment

For Students Entering Grade 5

September 2010
Choose ONE of the following books and answer the questions about that book only on lined paper.

The Hundred Penny Box by SB Mathis (level P)
Onion Tears by Diana Kidd (level Q)

Circle of Gold by Candy Dawson Boyd (level R)

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson(level S)
Sounder by William Armstrong (level T)

Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan (level U)
End of Summer Writing Assignment
For Students Entering Grade 5

September 2010
Remembering all the things you learned in fourth grade about writing, completely independently, write a personal narrative on any topic of your choice. Remember personal narratives are about something that you’ve personally experienced.

Hand-written or typed is acceptable.
Onion Tears

Be sure to answer your questions in complete sentences.

1. Nam-Huong says that her teacher, Miss Lily, is like her dad. Tell how Miss Lily is like Nam-Huong’s father.

2. Why is Nam-Huong excited about riding her bike to school?

3. Why do you think Nam-Huong thinks she hears ghosts everywhere?

4. Find  two simile examples from the book and explain what they mean.

5. Why is Nam-Huong asked to take care of Samson?

6. Nam-Huong is thinking about her grandpa and what happened on the ship out of Vietnam. She is finally able to cry real tears. What simile does Nam-Huong use to describe her tears?

Circle of Gold
Be sure to answer your questions in complete sentences and answer all parts of each question.

1. From the beginning up through chapter 2, what are some of the problems Mattie is experiencing?

2. Why is it so important to Mattie to buy the gold circle pin for Mama?

3. What does Mr. Stamps mean by “skin-stretching times?”

4. Why do you think Mama has changed and is doing things with Mattie and Matt now?

5. Why do you think Charlene took Angel’s bracelet?

6. How are each of these characters working out their problems

-Mama?

-Mattie?

-Matt?

Surviving the Applewhites
Be sure to answer your questions in complete sentences and answer all parts of each question.
1. Why does E.D. think she is different than the other Applewhites? What are they like? What is she like?

2. Why doesn’t Jake run away from the Applewhites and Wits End? What would happen to him if he did?

3. What project would you be working on if you were at the Creative Academy? What would you do there all day long?
4. How does the play transform E.D. and Jake?  Why is it such an important experience for each of them?

5. In what way s are some of the characters like butterflies? Which ones? How? What is the symbolism of the Butterfly Project in this book?
6. What do you imagine will happen to Jake after the last chapter? Where do you think he will go and what will he do?

Bridge to Terabithia
1. In what ways is Leslie different from the other students at Lark Creek School? How do the other students treat her?
2. Describe the secret place that Leslie and Jess create.  Why is this place so special and so important to them?

3. What gifts do Jess and Leslie exchange at Christmas? How is each gift especially appropriate for the receiver?

4. Does your attitude toward Janice Avery change when you learn her secret? How? Why does learning about people’s problems often help us to feel sympathy for them?

5. Summarize what happens on the “perfect day” described in Chapter 10. What makes the day so perfect for Jess? What news does Jess learn when he gets home?

6. Consider the novel’s title. What do you think the bridge might symbolize, or stand for?
Sounder
Be sure to answer your questions in complete sentences and answer all parts of each question.

1. What kind of life do the boy and his family have? Do you think it would be easy or difficult for them to change their life?

2. Why is it so important to the boy that he learn to read?

3. Why do you think the father leaves with the sheriff without a fight?

4. Do you think the father can expect a fair trial?

5. Why do you think Sounder no longer barks?

6. Why do you think the boy doesn’t remember his age? What helps you remember your age?

7. Why do you think the boy and the mother aren’t sadder when the father dies?

The Hundred Penny Box

1. Where did Aunt Dew live before she came to stay with Michael’s family?

2. What was Aunt Dew doing as she sang the long song?

3. Do you think Michael’s parents did the right thing in taking Aunt Dew from her big house and bringing her to live in Michael’s bedroom?  Use evidence from the story to support your answer.

4. Why do you suppose Aunt Dew came to live with Michael’s  family and not one of her five children?

5. Do you think Aunt Dew would have been able to remember the important events in her life without the hundred penny box? Explain your answer.

6. How do you know that sometimes Aunt Dew did remember events from the past and new information as well?
