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[image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


This year brings many exciting changes at the Watson Elementary School!  


One big change is the adoption of our new School-wide Discipline Plan.  Last year a team of teachers met throughout the year to develop a systematic discipline plan that reinforces behavioral expectations.  Teachers and administrators will be working hard at the beginning of the year to establish a positive learning environment for  all students.  Your children will be bringing home a Parent Handbook that explains the behavioral expectations at Watson Elementary.  Please take time to review the handbook with your child.


Another big change is Spiritwear.  This year we will join several other elementary schools in wearing spiritwear.  This is a big change for our students.  If you have any questions about Spiritwear please contact the school.


The last big change is a change in our reading program.  This spring the School Committee approved the implementation of Reading Street.  Teachers have gone to training during the summer to be ready to roll it out in September.  The new series offers a lot of support to students that struggle.  The teachers have a lot to learn, but are excited to get started!!


I am looking forward to working with your children this year!  We have a lot of exciting things planned.’


Enjoy the rest of your vacation!














This year Watson Elementary School will be wearing Spiritwear.  It is important to have the correct spiritwear for the first day of school.  


The required spiritwear is:


Pants, shorts, skorts, or capris- Navy blue, tan or black chinos or dickies.  


Shirts- Light blue or white. Short sleeve or long sleeve T-shirts or polo shirts.  


Sweatshirts- light blue, white and navy blue.


All tops need to have the Watson Eagle iron-on logo.


Please note school begins at 8:35 and ends at 2:52.


On the first day of school students should go to the playground.  At 8:25 teachers will head outside to assist students in finding the line for their class.  


Morning Routine


In the morning there is no adult supervision until 8:25 (the second bell).  Children in grades 2-5 should enter the front of the building and head to their class.  Students in kindergarten and first grade should enter the building through the playground entrance then go to the cafeteria.
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The beginning of the year is an exciting time.  One of my favorite memories is going school shopping and picking out the perfect notebook, pencils and folders (to be honest, I still love shopping for school supplies!!).  


While it is an exciting time it can certainly become frustrating when you are not sure what your child may need.  Many parents do not like waiting until after the first day to shop because then they miss all the great sales…but what happens if you don’t get the right thing.  


To assist you in your shopping adventures the teachers have prepared a supply list.  Do not feel you need to purchase any or all the items.  Whatever you do not get we will provide for the students.  


Kindergarten


No supplies needed





First Grade


Crayons (no larger than 24 count)


  


Second Grade


Pencils/erasers





Third Grade


Pencils/erasers


2-3 composition marble notebooks





Fourth Grade


Pencils/erasers


2-3 composition marble notebooks





Fifth Grade


Pencils/pens/erasers


3-5 pocket folders 


2-3 composition marble notebooks














Watson Elementary School offers a Before School Daycare Program.  The program runs from 7:00-8:25 every day.  The cost of the program is $2 per day.  Parents can pay weekly or on a pay as needed basis.  


A registration form for the Daycare Program will be sent home the first week of school.  


The first day for morning daycare will be on Monday, September 13th.  


**Remember:  There is no supervision until 8:25.  Children should not be dropped off before 8:25, unless they are part of the daycare program.  Take advantage of the morning daycare program to ensure the safety of your child.



















































































All kindergarten students should have received an appointment for screening.  Children need to be screened before starting kindergarten.  If you cannot make your scheduled appointment please contact the school at 508-675-8240 to reschedule.


The Kindergarten Orientation will be held on Wednesday, September 15th at 1:00.  Please make every effort to have your child attend this event.  Many children are nervous about their first day.  This is a chance for children to meet their teacher and new classmates.  A parent should come with their child.






































Morning Daycare Program 
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     Open House		 		 From the Nurses Desk












































All students will have a morning recess.  This is a great time for children to run, play and unwind from the morning’s work.  During this time children are encouraged to eat a healthy snack that they brought from home. 


Watson is part of the Healthy Snack program.  Snacks will not be available for a























 couple of weeks.  A notice will go out when the program begins.














On September 1st the Watson PTO will host a Welcome Back to School Ice Cream Social.  The evening will give everyone an opportunity to meet families from the Watson community and purchase any last minute Spiritwear logos.  Class lists will also be posted!   Class lists are to help with any first day jitters…there will not be any changes made.   
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Family Services After School Day Care


Watson School Site





Child care services available after school, during school vacations and summer sessions based on a sliding fee scale.   Family Services is a full-time program that provides care to working families.  To qualify for services parents must work a minimum of 30 hours or be enrolled in a full-time educational program.





Quality after school child care from 2:30-5:30 PM


Arts & Crafts


Educational and fun activities


Afternoon snacks provided





For more information, please call Family Service Association at 508-730-1138, ext. 3088


Licensed by MA Office of Early Education and Care








Upcoming Events


First Day of School, September 8th for children in first-fifth grades 8:35-2:52


Kindergarten Screening,  September 8th-12th 


Kindergarten Orientation, September 14th at 1:00


First Day of School for Kindergarten, September 15th 


Open House, 


to be determined
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The first BIG fundraiser of the year will be a Calendar Raffle.   A month full of fabulous prizes will be given away!!  The cost of each raffle is $5.00.  Our goal is to raise $5000!!  If each child sells at least 5 raffle tickets we will be able to reach our goal.  We will be kicking off this fundraiser the second week of October.  Keep your eye out for them!


All parents of kindergarten students need to remember to have all medical documents in before the first day of kindergarten.  The state mandates all immunizations and physicals must be up-to-date.  Children who do not have the necessary medical documentation will not be able to start school. 


If children have any medications that will be administered during school hours proper medical forms need to be submitted.  Many pediatricians have the necessary forms available in their office.  If a child has a severe allergy requiring an epi-pen please make sure to bring one in on the first day to ensure the safety of your child.  


Any medical concerns you have with your child, please discuss with the school nurse in confidence.  This way we can ensure the needs of your child will be met.


Any questions or concerns you have the nurse will be available during school hours to discuss them with you.      














Breakfast and Lunch      Program
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Breakfast and lunch will be served on the first day of school.





Fall River is part of the Universal Breakfast Program.  All students are able to have a free nutritious breakfast.  Students will be served a cereal (sugar free) and juice.  Breakfast will be served every morning from 8:25-8:35. 
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Watson Elementary School


935 Eastern Avenue


Fall River, MA  02723


























