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Basic Mathematics

SYLLABUS

TEXTBOOK:  

Longman Mathematics, Julie Iwamoto, Pearson Education, Inc., 2005.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This is a standards based one-year course stressing the formal operations of arithmetic and formative algebraic structures.  It will also address some basic geometry and help prepare students for the MCAS exams.

 A scientific or graphing calculator may be used but is not necessary for completion of or success in this course.  This course is designed for English Language Learners and will work at a pace in keeping with their needs.

DAILY ROUTINE & EXPECTATIONS

**BELL TO BELL**
1. Be on time for class.

2. Come equipped with (required):

· a pencil/pen 

· notebook (Three ring binder with dividers) 

· homework assignments

· Scientific or Graphing Calculator (ex. TI-30 or TI-84 Plus;     TI-30 is preferred and is the only calculator allowed at the MCAS)
3. Have a positive attitude and be ready to concentrate on the topic.

4. Respect yourself and everyone else in the classroom.

5. Keep the classroom clean.

QUARTERLY (TERM) GRADES
CHAPTER TESTS


50%

Usually 2 or 3 per quarter based

on the number of chapters we cover.

QUIZZES




25%


More frequent than tests, at least one 

per chapter, but based on need.

HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK  25%

Assigned daily at my discretion

Collected the following class period.

One project per quarter (see rubric when assigned)

TOTAL (Term)


100%

(** Does not include Quarterly/Semester Exams and will be 80% of the final Quarter grade.)
QUARTERLY/FINAL EXAMS

Separate from the quarterly term grade; all students must take these exams.

(** This represents 20% of your final Quarter grade.)

*** SUBJECT TO CHANGE INTRA-QUARTER ***
Student Binder:  Student notes, in-class work, tests, quizzes, projects and other items will be organized and together graded as part of your homework grade.. 

Each student will be required to purchase/obtain a one-inch three-ring binder.  This binder will be maintained throughout the school year and will contain separate sections for homework, vocabulary, class notes, in-class work, projects, quizzes and tests..  You are encouraged to keep your binder as current as possible and as organized as possible; organization is extremely important and will be a crucial part of your final grade.  

Keep in mind that this policy is for your own benefit.  If there is a question on your grade and the folder/binder or its contents are missing then there is no evidence to support anything but the grades in my grade book.

You are expected to keep accurate daily notes and warmups in class and your notebooks will be handed in at the end of each quarter, put into your binder, and graded in addition to having occasional daily checks to see if you are keeping up with the class.  

The main idea is to KEEP EVERYTHING and keep it in order.  This is not a difficult task and is a significant portion of your grade.
Homework:  Homework/classwork will be assigned daily and checked most days for completeness, understanding and effort.  The grading will not be harsh but the expectation is that you put in the effort and do the work.  If you don’t show your work and just show answers you will not get credit.

**Keep in mind this is 25% of your grade and can be a big factor at the end of a quarter.
Absence:

Important Dates:
End of Term: 

Term 1:  November 12, 2010 
Term 2:  January 28, 2011
Term 3:  April 8, 2011
Term 4: May 13, 2011
Quarterly Exams (Tentative – subject to change):

Term 1: Week of 10/18 – 10/22

Term 2: Week of 1/18 – 1/21

Term 3: Week of 3/28 – 4/1

Senior Finals: Week of 5/26 – 6/2

Term 4: 6/13 – 6/17

Quarterly Exams will count for 20% of the term grade.
MCAS:

ELA Retest:  11/3 – 11/5

Math Retest:  11/8 – 11/9

Biology: 2/1 – 2/2

ELA: 3/22 – 3/24

MATH:  5/17 – 5/18

Absence:

(From the Student Handbook)
Class of 2014 (Pilot Program)

Durfee High School has adopted an attendance policy for the Class of 2014 that encourages all students to attend a minimum of 90% of the sessions in each course each term to be eligible to receive credit for that course during a particular term. This means that the maximum number of unexcused absences a student can accrue during any marking term for any course is four (4). (Exception: Fourth term for seniors, three (3) absences is the maximum number.) A student will have 0.25 credit withheld at the end of the year (or semester in the case of a semester course) for each quarter in which a student exceeds the number of unexcused absences allowed. 
Class of 2013, Class of 2012, Class of 2011

• Students who are absent (excused or unexcused) from a class ten times or more in a semester or twenty times or more in a full-year course may lose one half of the credit for that course. Three unexcused tardies to a class are equivalent to one absence. Students may still earn a grade for the course, but teachers will indicate a credit reduction when semester grades are posted.

• On the third unexcused absence from a course, students may lose half of the credit for that course. Students may still earn a grade for that course but teachers will indicate the credit reduction when semester grades are reported.
ALL STUDENTS

· Upon return from an excused absence, two days will be allowed for make up work.

· If a student is absent up to three consecutive days, the time allowed for make up will double the time absent.  

· Students whose absences are unauthorized will have no make-up eligibility.
Please remember that it is the student’s responsibility to locate the teacher, determine what has been missed, and complete any make up work. 

CONTACT INFORMATION:

EDWARD RAFF

PHONE:  (508) 675-8100    


**Please leave a message and I will return 

your call as soon as possible.

EMAIL:  eraff@fallriverschools.org

**email is the most effective way to reach 

OFFICE: ROOM 343


me.

